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China Climate & Best Travel Seasons Guide

Discover China Throughout the Year

China is one of the world's most diverse travel destinations, spanning tropical beaches,
alpine plateaus, deserts, grasslands, ancient cities, and modern metropolises.

Due to its vast geography, the best travel season varies by region.

This guide will help travelers choose the ideal destinations and travel periods throughout
the year.

Understanding China's Climate
China can generally be divided into six major travel regions:

Northern China
Eastern China
Southern China
Southwestern China
Northwestern China

2 o

Tibetan Plateau

Each region offers unique experiences during different seasons.

Beijing & Northern China

Destinations

e Beijing
e Tianjin
¢ Datong
e Harbin

Best Travel Season
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Spring (April — May)
Pleasant temperatures and blooming flowers.
Perfect for:

e Great Wall
e Forbidden City
e Temple of Heaven

Autumn (September — October)
The most recommended season.
Highlights:

e Clear skies

e Comfortable temperatures
e Beautiful autumn colors

Winter (December — February)
Ideal for:
e Harbin Ice & Snow Festival

e Winter photography
e Snow experiences

Shanghai & Eastern China

Destinations

e Shanghai
e Suzhou
¢ Hangzhou
e Wuzhen

¢ Nanjing
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Best Travel Season
March — May

Mild temperatures and blooming gardens.

September — November
The most comfortable season.
Ideal for:

e Water towns

e Classical gardens

e West Lake
e Urban exploration

Southern China
Destinations

e Guangzhou
e Shenzhen

¢ Hong Kong
e Macau
e Hainan

Best Travel Season

October — March

Warm and comfortable weather.
Ideal for:

e City breaks
¢ Beach holidays
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o Winter escapes

Summer (June — August)
Hot and humid with occasional typhoons.
Suitable for:

e Hainan beach vacations
e Family holidays

Guilin & Yangshuo
Best Travel Season
April — October

Beautiful green landscapes and scenic river views.

September — November
Highly recommended.
Perfect for:

e LiRiver cruises
e Yangshuo countryside
e Longiji Rice Terraces

Chengdu & Chonggqging
Best Travel Season
March — May

Comfortable temperatures and blooming scenery.
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September — November
Ideal for:

¢ Panda visits
¢ Hotpot experiences
e City exploration

Winter
A great season for:
e Food lovers

e  Cultural exploration
e Lower tourist crowds

Xi'an & Central China
Best Travel Season
April —June

Excellent weather for sightseeing.

September — October
Most recommended period.
Ideal for:

e Terracotta Warriors

e Ancient City Wall
¢ Silk Road heritage sites

Zhangjiajie & Hunan
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Best Travel Season
April —June

Lush green mountains and beautiful scenery.

September — November
Most popular season.
Perfect for:

e Avatar Mountains

e Tianmen Mountain
e Glass Bridge

Winter
Unique snow-covered mountain landscapes.

Suitable for photography enthusiasts.

Yunnan Province
Destinations

e Kunming

e Dali
e Lijiang
e Shangri-La

Best Travel Season

March —June
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Excellent weather with flowers in bloom.

September — November
Clear skies and beautiful landscapes.
Ideal for:

¢ Ancient towns

¢ Mountain scenery
e Ethnic culture

Tibet

Best Travel Season

May — October

Most recommended season.
Ideal for:

e Potala Palace
e Everest Base Camp
e Tibetan culture

Winter
Fewer tourists and lower prices.

Suitable for experienced travelers.

Xinjiang & Northwestern China
Best Travel Season

June — October
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Ideal for:

e Grasslands

e Deserts

e Silk Road exploration
o Lake scenery

September
The most beautiful month.
Known for:

e Golden forests
e Harvest landscapes
e Comfortable temperatures

Seasonal Travel Recommendations
Spring (March — May)

Best Destinations:

e Beijing

e Shanghai
e Suzhou

e Hangzhou
e Guilin

e Chengdu

¢ Yunnan

Summer (June — August)
Best Destinations:

e Tibet
e Inner Mongolia
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e Xinjiang
e Qinghai
¢ Yunnan

Autumn (September — November)
Best Overall Travel Season

Recommended Destinations:

e Beijing

e Xi'an

e Shanghai
e Zhangjiajie
e Guilin

e Chengdu

e Chonggqing
e Yunnan

Winter (December — February)

Best Destinations:

e Harbin
e Beijing
e Shanghai

e Guangzhou
e Shenzhen

e Hainan
e Chengdu
e Chonggqing

Best Time to Visit China Overall

For first-time visitors, the most recommended travel periods are:

April — May

and
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September — November
These months offer:

Comfortable temperatures
Beautiful scenery
Fewer weather disruptions

Excellent sightseeing conditions

across most regions of China.

Travel with RedGate DMC

Whether you are looking for cultural heritage, luxury travel, nature exploration, family
vacations, business travel, or customized experiences, RedGate DMC can design the
perfect itinerary based on the season and destination.

Discover China at the right time, in the right way, with RedGate DMC.
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